	Tribal Update

H1N1 (Swine Flu) Vaccination

August 2009
	[image: image1.png]D i







The Washington State Department of Health has received questions from tribes about H1N1 (swine flu) vaccine availability for their communities.  
We are currently planning a statewide H1N1 vaccination program slated to begin this fall. There may not be enough vaccine for everyone at first so vaccinations will be prioritized by federal health officials. Children, health care providers with direct patient contact, pregnant women, and adults with serious health issues will likely be the first people eligible to be immunized but these priority groups could change. H1N1 vaccine will be ordered using our state’s current vaccine ordering process for providing childhood vaccinations.
Most local health agencies do not have adequate staff to carry out large-scale vaccinations. To address this issue, local health jurisdictions have begun identifying providers wanting to participate in H1N1 (swine flu) vaccination efforts. Tribal clinics wanting to participate will need to pre-register to indicate their interest in being an H1N1 vaccine provider. Clinic sites may do this by contacting their local health jurisdiction or by accessing an on-line pre-registration form available on the Department of Health – Web site at http://www.doh.wa.gov/swineflu/h1n1reg.htm.  
Please note: all providers and clinics currently participating in the state childhood vaccine program have already been pre-registered. It is not necessary for those sites to fill out the pre-registration application for H1N1 vaccine. There are currently 32 tribal clinics participating in the state childhood vaccine program.
As part of the enrollment process, each clinic site will need to sign an H1N1 Provider Agreement provided by the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Once these forms are available from the CDC, agreements will be faxed to providers who have pre-registered.  Pre-registered providers, including those in the childhood vaccine program, will not be enrolled as H1N1 vaccine providers unless they sign an H1N1 Provider Agreement. (Tribal clinics will not have to participate unless they choose to sign this agreement.)
Once enrolled, each clinic site may order vaccines through their local health jurisdiction. Local health jurisdictions will determine how they will manage provider ordering and vaccine distribution locally Providers must pre-register, enroll and then place orders through the local health jurisdiction prior to being able to receive H1N1 vaccines.
For more information, please call:
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